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• Provide background 
about the Deepwater 
Horizon settlement and 
Open Ocean Restoration

• Share upcoming 
activities, including 
Restoration Plan 3

• Ask for your feedback to 
help shape future 
outreach and our Open 
Ocean meetings



gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov

• If you’re using a phone, 
turn off your computer’s 
microphone and 
speakers.

• Presentation will be 
posted on





NOAA USDA EPA DOI

Chris Doley Ron Howard Gale Bonanno Debora McClain
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Up to $8.8 billion allocated to:

• Restore and Conserve Habitat:   
~$4.7 billion

• Replenish and Protect Living Coastal 
and Marine Resources: ~$1.8 billion

• Restore Water Quality: $410 million

• Provide and Enhance Recreational 
Opportunities: $419 million

• Provide Monitoring, Adaptive      
Management: $520 million

• Provide Administrative Oversight & 
Comprehensive Planning: ~$290 
million

• Future Unknown Conditions: Up to 
$700 million



gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov/restoration-planning/gulf-plan

• Damage assessment:  injuries 
to natural resources and 
services 

• Restoration: ecosystem 
approach and science-based 
adaptive management

• Governance: framework for 
future decision-making, 
including selection & 
implementation of projects





Public Burden Statement 
A Federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, nor 
shall a person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with an information collection subject 
to the requirements of the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 unless the information collection 
has a currently valid OMB Control Number. The approved OMB Control Number for this 
information collection is #0690-0030. Without this approval, we could not conduct these polls. 

Public reporting for this information collection is estimated to be approximately 2 minutes per 
response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, 
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the information 
collection. All responses to this information collection are voluntary. Send comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any other aspect of this information collection, including suggestions for 
reducing this burden to NOAA, Stephen Heverly, at stephen.heverly@noaa.gov.
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“OTHER” RESPONSES: 
• How projects "translate" to restoration of the injured resources. For example, how 

specifically are ST, MM, birds, etc benefitting? 
• Many of the fish projects thus far have focused on "higher up the food chain" species, 

such as reef fish and tuna. What projects are being considered to address restoration of 
"prey fish" and "bait fish" (We are particularly interested aquatic life restoration projects -
fin fish in particular 

• How might Open Ocean restoration projects be in conflict with future offshore wind 
development in the Gulf? Don't have a definite OSW project in mind, but thinking about 
future concerns? 

• Timeline for projects. 
• Anything with helping animals. how to help remove plastic from wildlife habitat. how we 

can help animals from we're we live etc.







Updated or new project ideas will be 
accepted through May 10, 2021.

• Restore sturgeon 
spawning habitat 

• Reduce nutrient loads to 
coastal watersheds 

• Protect and conserve 
marine, coastal, estuarine 
and riparian habitats 
(sturgeon) 

Gulf Sturgeon
• Restore and conserve bird 

nesting and foraging 
habitat

• Establish or re-establish 
breeding colonies

• Prevent incidental bird 
mortality

• Target Seabird restoration

Birds







• Review project ideas
• Develop restoration projects
• Release a draft restoration plan for public 

comments
• Hold a public meeting
• Consider public comments to finalize the 

restoration plan
• Implement selected projects





• Restoration 
Objectives

• Indicators for 
Monitoring 
and adaptive 
management
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“OTHER” RESPONSES: 
• Monitoring migratory species to determine patterns of migration through the 

Gulf
• Artificial reefs, Rigs2reefs and ecosystem reharmonization monitoring. Spiny 

Urchins 
• For many of the NRDA restoration activities (including OO) -- and really for many 

of the BP$ funded projects, it has been very difficult to track project results. The 
NOAA Diver portal and DWH Project tracker seem like they would be good 
resources, but these are little "quantitative" results (

• Waste water and toxic run off 





www.gulfspillrestoration.noaa.gov



Restoratio
n Plan 3 
Public 

Meetings

Fish 
Strategic 
Planning 
Meeting

Trustee 
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Open Ocean  
Annual 

Meeting

2022FallSummerSpring





“OTHER” RESPONSES: 
• Several of the staff with Trustee agencies are TERRIFIC!
• It is not clear how to learn about the process of moving from the large 

number of project suggestions to funded projects. 
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Contact: openocean.TIG@noaa.gov

mailto:openocean.TIG@noaa.gov
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