Deepwater Horizon Natural Resource Damage Assessment and Restoration

Sea Turtles
Open Ocean MAM Strategy Workshop
Sea turtles are one of the six restoration types assigned to the Open
Ocean Restoration Area as part of the Deepwater Horizon
settlement and Consent Decree. The Deepwater Horizon oil spill
injured all five species of sea turtles that inhabit the Gulf of Mexico
(loggerhead, Kemp’s ridley, green, hawksbill, and leatherback sea
turtles). The purpose of this workshop is to obtain input on data
needed for restoration planning, implementation, and evaluation
given the established goals and approaches noted below.

RESTORATION GOALS
•

•

•

Implement an integrated portfolio of
restoration approaches to address all
injured life stages (hatchling, juvenile,
and adult) and species of sea turtles.
Restore injuries by addressing primary
threats to sea turtles in the marine and
terrestrial environment such as
bycatch in commercial and recreational
fisheries, acute environmental changes
(e.g., cold water temperatures), loss or
degradation of nesting beach habitat
(e.g., coastal armoring and artificial
lighting), and other anthropogenic
threats.
Restore sea turtles in the various
geographic and temporal areas within
the Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic Ocean
that are relevant to injured species and
life stages.
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• Support existing conservation
efforts by ensuring consistency with
recovery plans and recovery goals
for each sea turtle species.
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Breakout Group Guiding Questions

There are a number of unknowns in sea turtles restoration; however,
the workshop’s goal is to focus on what science and monitoring
needs may be most helpful to inform restoration planning,
implementation, and understanding restoration outcomes.

What data are needed to inform restoration planning, project selection,
and implementation?
• Considering all restoration needs for sea turtles
• Considering specific approaches and techniques

What data are needed to evaluate restoration projects, and better
understand restoration success across all sea turtle restoration efforts?
• How to evaluate restoration success across multiple approaches?
• What data are critical to determine if restoration goals were met?

What are the key takeaways and priorities from our discussion today?
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